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MAR RAPHAEL I BIDAWID DISCUSSES
IRAQIS SUFFERING

(ZNDA: Cincinnati) In this month’s issue of St.
Anthony Messenger Magazine, published in
Cincinnati, Ohio, His Holiness Mar Raphael I
Bidawid discusses the dire condition of the people
of Iraq due to the economic sanctions imposed by
the United Nations. In an interview with Carol Ann
Morrow, assistant managing editor of St. Anthony
Messenger, he reminds the American public of the
Iraqi children, 5,000 of whom die monthly from
diarrhea, pneumonia, breathing problems and
malnutrition. He insists that the economic sanctions
in Iraq, imposed after the Gulf War, and the no-
fly zone have led to a disaster for the Iraqi people.
Raphael I Bidawid, the Assyrian-Chaldean
Catholic patriarch from Baghdad, believes that the
U.N.’s position can be reversed. In his recent visit
to the United States, His Holiness enlisted the help
of people of influence like Cardinal John J.
O’Connor (New York), Dr. Billy Graham and
former President Jimmy Carter.
Without a change in the U.N. policy,
Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton,
an auxiliary bishop in the
Archdiocese of Detroit,
believes those who
live will be
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y
impaired and
e m o t i o n a l l y
d e s t r o y e d .
Gumbleton, who
most recently visited Iraq
in December, said the only
way to eliminate the sanctions is for
people to inundate the White House with phone
calls, postcards and letters.
Until a change is made, Mar Bidawid remains firm
in his commitment: “The embargo is inhuman and
immoral... It is disaster for the Iraqi people.”

CHILDREN IN SICILY LEARN ABOUT
BABYLONIAN HISTORY

(ZNAP: Sicily) Soon the students in the small
Sicilian town of Santa Maria di Licodia will be
attending shows at Don Bosco School’s new
“Saddam Hussein Auditorium’’. The gift was made
by a group promoting ties between Italy and Iraq.
Saddam’s name will be on the 500-seat auditorium
when it opens in April.
The founder of the group, Salvatore Nicotra,
described it as an offer the Sicilian officials
couldn’t refuse.
Nicotra travels regularly to Iraq on business and
wishes to raise awareness of what he considers the
unjust U.N. sanctions forced upon the people of
Iraq. Italy, France, and Russia are among the
nations taking part in the international effort.
Angered by the Italian government’s acceptance
of this gift, a group of Assyrian activists led by
Mary Younan of Canada have begun circulating a
letter of protest. The introduction reads: “We
would like to express our concern and deception
with the Sicilian officials regarding the new
auditorium inauguration. The world has witnessed
atrocities committed by Saddam Hussein and his
Ba’ath government on the Iraqi population. We
must not forget the Government of Iraq has

violated provisions of international law including
the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), to which Iraq is a party, and also
violates Iraq’s interim Constitution. The sanctions
imposed on Iraqi people are very sad, and Saddam
Hussein must not be considered as a heroic
persona.”
According to Rome’s La Repubblica daily
newspaper, in response to the gift, the school’s
350 students are now learning about Babylonian
history. “By now, they’ll know the Tigris and
Euphrates better than the Po and the Tiber,’’ the
newspaper predicted.

TUKULTI-NINURTA SILVER PLATE,
EVIDENCE OF A TRADITION

(ZNDA: Rome) In an effort to re-classify and
document the findings of a museum in Germany,
a German archeological
crew has found

a small
silver plate belonging

to the Assyrian King Tukulti-Ninurta I (1243-
1207B.C.) buried under the stone foundation of a
building. This silver plate was thought to be lost.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

On June 19, the Assyrian International News
Agency (AINA) reported that the partially
decomposed body of Helena Aloun Sawa, a 21-
year-old Assyrian woman missing since early
May, was discovered by a shepherd in a shallow
grave near Dohuk dam. Her family reportedly
suspected that she was raped. Sawa was a
housekeeper for Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP) Political Bureau member Izzeddin Al-
Barwari. Reporting that the KDP offered no
assistance in searching for Sawa and that Al-
Barwari had intimidated the family into not
pursuing an investigation, AINA concluded that
the murder “ resembles a well-established pattern”
of complicity by Kurdish authorities in attacks
against Assyrian Christians in northern Iraq. It
reported that Sawa had been coerced into working
for Al-Barwari to restore to her family a KDP
pension that had been suspended arbitrarily. The
pension had been awarded because of the
recognition of Sawa’s father as a KDP martyr after
he was killed in the uprising against the Iraqi
regime in 1991.
However, on June 21, a spokesperson for the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
announced that the Dohuk police Homicide
Division and the Dohuk General Security
Department were investigating the Sawa murder.
A subsequent KRG statement indicated that there

did not appear to be a “ political or racial” motive.
The KRG noted that the Al-Barwari family had
reported last seeing Sawa when she left Dohuk
on her way to a vacation at her family village in
the Nerwa O Rakan area, and that Al-Barwari had
been in Damascus, Syria at the time. Nevertheless,
Al-Barwari was suspended from official KDP
duties pending the conclusion of the investigation.
At the end of June, KDP President Massoud
Barzani decided to appoint a three-member
commission to further investigate the killing. No
results of that investigation were reported by year’s
end.

MILD EARTHQUAKES SHAKE
NORTHERN IRAQ & URMIA

(ZNRU: Istanbul) On Saturday three tremors
ranging up to 5.0 on the Richter scale shook the

Turkish-Iraqi border region. “These
are not of the scale that would

cause any damage,’’ a
spokesman for the
Kandilli observatory in
Istanbul told Reuters.
The first tremor of
magnitude 5.0 struck at

10:18 a.m. local time. It
was followed by a 4.0

tremor at 11:29, and another of
3.8 at 11:35.

Two devastating earthquakes hit Turkey
in August and November last year, killing at

least 18,500 people and wreaking widespread
damage in the industrialized northwest.
In Iran, an earthquake measuring five on the richter
scale hit the city of Urmia at 11:48 hours local
time (08:18 GMT) Saturday, causing panic among
citizens. The epicenter of the tremor, the second
hitting the city in one day, was registered at 30
kilometers west of Urmia, by the East Azarbaijan
seismological network affiliated to the Tehran
university geophysics center.
Another 4-degree quake had already shook the city
at 04:13 hours local time (00:43 GMT) Saturday
morning.

CULINARY EVENT TO RAISE $100,000
FOR ASSYRIANS

On Friday, 28 April 2000, the AAS is planning a
banquet in the elegant Garden Court of the Palace
Hotel in San Francisco. The goal is to raise
$100,000 to be used for specific named projects
in north Iraq.
The menu will be prepared by five or six Middle
Eastern chefs and will be an exceptional showcase
for their talents. Additionally, the Palace Hotel is
attempting to bring in one of the Starwood Hotel
chefs from the Middle East. Some of the finest of
all California wines will be served.
George Zaia of Babylon Printing in Milpitas,
California will be the dinner chairperson. Babylon
Printing has been donating the AAS printouts, the
quarterly Tree of Life, and this year’s full color
Christmas cards.
Dinner tickets will be available for $200.00 per
person. For more information write to:
Assyrian Aid Society of America
350 Berkeley Park Boulevard
Kensington, CA 94707











497 Plenty Rd.
Preston, Vic. 3072
Phone: (03) 9471 2655 Fax: (03) 9471 2699
Mobile: 0414 474 000
Email: service@batteryworld.com.au
www.batteryworld.com.au

BATTERY WORLD PRESTON
Independently owned and operated by
Michael Younan

Michael & Simon Younan
Managers

Fine Middle Eastern Food.
Dips, Salads, Kebabs, Felafel &

Hot Bread Daily.
Stuffed Lamb & Chicken

345A High St. Preston.
Ph: (03) 9470 1752 Mobile: 0413 816 926
Open 6 days a week - 10am to 8.30pm
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